WILLIAM BUTLER
[Born 1535. Physician. Licensed to practise medicine. He
attended Henry, Prince of Wales, who died in 1612 in his eighteenth
year. Died 1618.]
W
ILL BUTLER, physitian; he was of Clare-hall in
Cambridge, never tooke the Degree of Doctor, though
he was the greatest Physitian of his time.
The occasion of his first being taken notice of was thus :
About the comeing in of King James, there was a Minister a
few miles from Cambridge, that was to preach before his Majestic
at Newmarket. The parson heard that the King was a great
Scholar, and studyed so excessively that he could not sleepe,
so somebody gave him some opium, which had made him sleep
his last, had not Doctor Butler used this following remedy.
He was sent for by the Parson's wife. When he came and sawe
the Parson, and asked what they had donne, he told her that
she was in danger to be hanged for killing her husband, and
so in great choler left her. It was at that time when the Cowes
came into the Backside to be milkt. He turnes back and asked
whose Cowes those were. She sayd, her husband's. Sayd he,
Will you give one of those Cowes to fetch your husband to life
again ? That she would, with all her heart. He then causes
one presently to be killed and opened, and the parson to be
taken out of his Bed and putt into the Cowes warme belly, which
after some time brought him to life, or els he had infallibly dyed.
He was a man of great Moodes, a humorist. One time
King James sent for him to Newmarket, and when he was gonne
halfe-way left the Messenger and turned back; so then the
messenger made him ride before him.
I think he was never maried. He lived in an Apothecary-
shop in Cambridge, Crane's, to whom he left his estate, and
he in gratitude erected the Monument for him at his own chardge,
in the fashion he used. He was not greedy of money, except
choice Pieces of Golde, or Rarities.
Once, on the rode from Cambridge to London, he took
a fancy to a chamberlayne or tapster in his Inne, and took him
with him and made him his favourite, by whom only accession
was to be had to him, and thus enriched him.
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